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constant repetition that imparts a parrot-like
knowledge requiring little or no effort of the brain.
The monitors, in teaching from the book, teach
themselves.
The advantage of the system of pupil teachers
was recognised by Dr. Bell, the Superintendent of
the Civil and Military Schools in Madras at the
end of the eighteenth century; and he introduced
it there. When he returned to England he
advocated its use in English schools, and it was
adopted throughout the kingdom.
The system works admirably where there is
supervision. In the pial schools the pupil teacher?
has no supervision, and abuse creeps in. He is
often unjust and cruel, favouring some boys and
bullying others. The schoolmaster himself is not
above reproach in this matter. An extra payment
of a few pence from the rich man will command a
larger share of instruction than the son of the poor
man can obtain. It will also secure immunity
from punishment which, if the truth be told, is
more or less of the nature of torture than proper
correction. In this respect, however, the school-
master is no different from the parents of the
children, who have a variety of ways of inflict-
ing pain and discomfort. Such barbarity would